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^mwirtmente to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the apphcahon. 



Tinting of Claims ; 

1 (currently amended). A data processing network comprising: 

a first server including a first network interface card (NIC) that connects the first server to 

a central switch; 

a second server including a second network interface card (NIC) that connects the second 

server to the central switch; 

wherein the first NIC is configured to store a first protocol data unit (PDU) in a buffer 
upon determining that the first PDU is of a first type; and 

wherein the first NIC is further configured to detect available ■yn j« n <^ ™Uftfj» 

T^T ^A - ct^ » navW W PHI! in ^^^^^^ 

S^fr^l , combined PD U r t Hm.bino tho fln.1 PDU m u r rwl in th t j buff u i t h w nnrn nrt 

SU of aZlM up ^Tdetermmlng that the first and second PDU share a common 

target, 

2 (original). The network of claim 1. wherein the first type of PDU comprises a management 
PDU and the second type of PDU comprises an application PDU. 

3 (currently amended). The --o*of^^ 

nf the seo r ir^TT i< to- than % fir* network mffrimnm transmission ™* 

(MTU) . 

4 (currently amended). The network of claim 1, wherein the [first] combined PDU [is combined 
t th PdJ upon determining that size of the second PDU is 

network's maximum transmission unit (MTU)] inches a first he i riqr indicative of the si^ ot 
S^^SS^ p rvr T anH a s^on d hSrtr indicative o f the si,, nf flu, entire payload eg 

thft r.nmhined PDU. 

5 (original). The network of claim 1. wherein the first PDU is generated at a ^Jjj* 

me neTwork's protocol stack such that the first PDU includes only a media access control (MAC 
^T^Tte conrawcXing between devices that are directly connected to the central 

switch. 
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header, 
switch. 

8 (original). The network of claim 7, wherein the second server comprises one of the at least one 
server appliances. 

9 (currently amended). The network of claim 1. wherein the first NIC includes a processor, a 
buffer, and a computer readable medium containing: 

code means for distinguishing a management PDU type from an application PDU type; 
code means for storing a management PDU in the buffer; 

code means for determining if an application PDU and the management PDU share a 
common target; 

code means for [combining the] «orin r a pavload of the management PDU [with] in^ 
^! ^nJf fl navloadof thc application PDU responsive to deterrnimng that they 
both share a common network target; and 

code means for forwarding the combined PDU to the network target. 

10 (original). The network of claim 9. wherein the code means for Coring the ™ 
inTbuffer includes code means, responsive to identifying a management PDU, for deterrnimng 
if there is an available entry in the buffer. 

11 (original). The network of claim 10, further comprising code means. 
detcrrmning that the buffer includes an available entry, for deterrnimng if the management PDU 
is eligible for combining with a subsequent management PDU. 

12 (original). The network of claim 11. wherein the code ^^.f^^*^ 
management PDU is an eligible PDU includes code means for companng the size of the PDU to 
a pre-determined maximum size. 

13 (currently amended). A method of transmitting protocol data units (PDUs) across a data 
processing network comprising; 
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[detaining that] storing a first PDU [comprises] of a first type [of PDU and, responsive 
thereto, storing the first PDU] in a buffer; 

[deterging that a second PDU comprises a second type of PDU 
Ivne and resoonsive thereto, combining] storing a pavload of the nrst n>u m , ^"g --- 
T^t Sa oH me first PDU with] the second PDU tn forpi ■ ™ 
that the first and second PDU share a common target address; and 

forwarding the combined PDU to the target address. 

14 (original). The method of claim 13, wherein storing the first PDU in the buffer includes 
determining if the buffer includes an available entry. 

15 (original). The method of claim 13, wherein storing the first PDU in the buffer includes 
determining if the buffer exceeds a predetermined size. 

16 (original). The method of claim 13, wherein the first PDU comprises a management PDU 
type and the second PDU type comprises an application PDU. 

, • Tho ™th^ of claim 13 wherein combining the first and second PDUs includes 

17 (original). The method of claim y, wn ^ cin * . aonlication information in the 
appending the management information in the first PDU to the application m 

second PDU. 

i b roriuinaH The method of claim 17, wherein combining the first and second PDUs includes 

moS^ 
PDU. 

19(original). The method of claim 18, wherein the remaining headers of the combined PDU are 
unchanged from their corresponding headers in the second PDU. 

5n fnricinan The method of claim 18, wherein combining the first and second PDUs includes 
SI m^r™ntrol header of the second PDU to reflect the increased size of the 

combined PDU. 

21 (currently amended). The method of claim 13, further comprising, upon receiving Jhe W 
mSmH -two* and determining that the received PDU ^^1^^^ 
stripping the information associated with the first PDU from the combined £DU and processing 
the^maining PDU in the same manner as processing a PDU of the second type. 

22 (currently amended). A management server suitable for operating in a data processing 
network, comprising: 

a host processor connected to a host memory via a host bus; 
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a bridge connecting the host bus to an I/O bus; 

PDUs of the first type in the buffer, and to [combine PDUs ot l P™ w °™g dp ^g 
first and second PDUs have a same common address. 

SnpSS wUcation PDU generate « the highest level of the protocol stack. 
24 (otigmal). The server of Cairn 23 wherein "n^ngPDUj*** MM 

reflect the increased size of the combined payload. 



I 
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Amendment * thP Drawings: 

Tto attached sheet of drawings includes changes to FIG. 5. TWs sheet, which includes 
FIG S only, replaces the original sheet 4 (of 7) which also included FIG. 5 only. As shown on 
the attached Annotated Sheet Showing Changes, the word "Protoco" has been replaced with the 
word "Protocol" in block 502 of the flow diagram. No other changes have been made. 

Attachments: 

Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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